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Thank you very much for coming.  I am Linda Kassekert, chair of the New Jersey Casino Control Commission.  With me this afternoon is Thomas Auriemma, Director of the Division of Gaming Enforcement.
Today, I had to do something that none of my predecessors ever had to do…..and something I hope and pray none of my successors will have to do.  Today, New Jersey shut down its casino industry.  This is something that no one ever wanted to see happen, but, as you know, Gov. Corzine ordered the shutdown of non essential state services on an orderly basis.  On Sunday, after consulting with casino executives, security officials, with the Division of Gaming Enforcement, New Jersey State Police as well as Mayor Levy and Chief of Police Mooney, I issued an order for the cessation of gaming as of 8 o’clock this morning.
In accordance with my order, Atlantic City’s casinos started the process of shutting down their gaming operations early this morning.  In each casino, public address announcements were made, notifying customers that the casino would close and asking them to stop wagering and leave the casino.  These announcements were repeated until the casinos were empty.  
Security guards swept through gaming areas requesting customers at slot machines to stop, take their money and leave the gaming area.  They were assisted by agents of the Division of Gaming Enforcement and uniformed officers of the New Jersey State Police.

As the deadline drew near, dealers were instructed by supervisors when to stop dealing.  Every step was taken to ensure that all gaming activity ceased by 8 a.m.

We have received reports from our inspectors in each casino that the shutdown procedures worked well.  While some patrons were unhappy about having to cease gambling we received no reports of any problems in any one of the casinos.  The shutdown was accomplished in an orderly fashion.  I understand from city officials that the shutdown did not cause any serious traffic or other public safety problems.
When gaming ceased, all gaming revenue, chips, cards, dice and other equipment were secured.  Security officials then collected all of the keys needed to open drop boxes, slot machine bases, slot cash boxes and keys to other areas that secure uncounted gaming revenue.  
Those keys were then locked in a secure location where they will be monitored constantly by casino surveillance. After everything was completed, our inspectors were directed to go home.
In several casinos, employees were in the process of counting the gross revenue this morning.   Our inspectors are present during those counts.  Those counts are continuing and our inspectors will remain at their posts until they are completed.  After they are completed and keys are secured, those inspectors will leave the premises.  Our principal inspectors are staying for a short period, in case there are any last-minute issues that need to be resolved, but by the end of the day, they will be off the job as well.

Now, a number of you have asked what the process will be when this does end.

First, let me say, employees of the Casino Control Commission are prepared to permit casinos to resume gaming operations as quickly as possible.

We have identified commission inspectors who live right here in Atlantic City or in adjacent communities.  When we are notified that a budget agreement is in place, we will be in a position to get those inspectors here as expeditiously as possible to get the necessary keys and return them to the casino.

No one wants this interruption to last any longer than it has to.

