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MINUTES - PUBLIC MEETING NO. 07-02-21
              February 21, 2007  -  10:30 a.m.  

 New Jersey Casino Control Commission

 Joseph P. Lordi Public Meeting Room  -  First Floor

 Tennessee Avenue & Boardwalk

 Atlantic City, New Jersey

PRESIDING:
  Chair Linda M. Kassekert
PRESENT:        Vice Chair Michael A. Fedorko and Commissioners 
  Michael C. Epps and William T. Sommeling
ABSENT:
Commissioner Ralph G. Frulio
Subsequent to the reading of a statement of compliance with the notice requirements
of the Open Public Meetings Act and identification of items discussed during closed 

session, the Commission considered and took formal action on the following matters:
1.
By a vote of 4-0 ratified the minutes of February 7, 2007  (transcript pages 9-10).

2.
By a vote of 4-0 remanded for hearings 9 applications for initial or renewal of casino key and casino employee licenses  (Exhibit EL-1*). 

By a vote of 4-0 granted 14 applications for initial or renewal of casino key and casino

employee licenses  (Exhibit EL-2*).

By a vote of 4-0 granted the following applications for initial and renewal of casino key employee licenses and for qualification:  Michael D Anderson, Vice President of Hotel Operations for Bally’s Park Place, Inc.; Francis X. McCarthy, Jr., Senior Vice President of Finance and Administration for Resorts International, Inc. ; and John A. Ranere, Vice President of Marketing Casino for Bally’s Park Place, Inc.  (Exhibit EL-2*; transcript pages 10-12).
3
By a vote of 4-0 approved the petition of Progressive Gaming International, Corp. and found the following individuals temporarily qualified to exercise the powers and assume the duties:  Heather Rollo Paul as Executive Vice President, Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer; Bruce Rubio as Vice president of Professional Services; and Zachary A. Vela as Vice President of Operations, for a period of 18 months, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 19:51-1.14B.  Further, granted the gaming related casino service industry license application of Progressive Gaming International Corp., pursuant to N.J.S.A. 5:12-92(a)  (PRN 0110706) (Exhibit EL-2*; transcript pages 12-14).
4.
The stipulation of settlement of Robert D. Davis was adjourned.

By a vote of 4-0 approved the stipulations of settlement and consent agreements and granted the casino key and casino employee license or renewal applications of Robert M. McNellis, Patricia Rivera, Foumba V. Toure, Anthony Stizza, Sharon R. Collins  (a/k/a Sharon R. Fitzgerald), Leon R. Josey, Kevin R. Mays, Angel Ojeda, Ramel L. Gibson, Vikas Patel, Hong D. Pham and Jean M. Sands (rulings number 07-02-21-04-A, 07-02-21-04-B, 07-02-21-04-C, 07-02-21-04-D, 07-02-21-04-E, 07-02-21-04-F, 07-02-21-04-G, 07-02-21-04-H, 07-02-21-04-K, 07-02-21-04-L, 07-02-21-04-M, 07-02-21-04-N, 07-02-21-04-O);

Approved the stipulation of settlement and revoked the casino employee license held by Paul M. Andrews.  Respondent may hold a casino service employee registration and be  employed in a non-credential hotel position; and petition for a casino employee license in accordance with the timelines set forth in the stipulation  (ruling number 07-02-21-04-I);

Approved the stipulation of settlement and continued in effect Andrew M. Suppi casino service employee registration in revoked status.  Respondent may be employed in a position that does not require a license; petition to reapply for a casino service employee registration; and apply for a casino employee license in accordance with the timelines set forth in the stipulation  (ruling number 07-02-21-04-J); and

Approved the stipulation and revoked the casino service employee registration of Amneris Rodriguez.  Respondent may petition for non-credential hotel, petition to reapply for a casino service employee registration and apply for a casino employee license in accordance with the timelines set forth in the stipulation  (ruling number 07-02-21-04-P; transcript pages 14-16)
5.
The Commission considered the Initial Decision in application of Mohammad Y. Khan  (04-0802-EA; 05-0213-ER):


By a vote of 4-0 remanded the application of Mohammad Y. Khan to the hearing process for further proceedings  (ruling numbers 07-02-21-05; transcript pages 17-58).

6.
By a vote of 4-0 approved the stipulation of settlement and granted Steven l. Buckley casino employee license application.  A civil penalty of $250 and a 20 working day suspension was imposed against Mr. Buckley for underage gaming violation of section 119a of the Act  (ruling number 07-02-21-06; transcript pages 58-59).

7.
By a vote of 4-0 granted Karl P. Famiano permission to reapply early for a casino employee license, a casino service employee registration and/or to work as a non-credential hotel employee (ruling number 07-02-21-07; transcript pages 59-70).

8.
The Commission reconsidered the following Final Orders due to non-compliance of conditions therein:

By a vote of 4-0 adjourned the Final Order due to non-compliance of condition of Amos M. Jones to the March 7, 2007 public meeting;
By a vote of 4-0, based upon non-compliance with the reporting conditions set forth in the respective orders, vacated the existing orders and revoked the casino service employee registration held by Trenita Betterson and denied the respective license applications of Trenita Betterson, Robin A. Bing, Christopher R. Browne, Terry A. Reed and James C. Cephas  (ruling number 07-02-21-08-A, 07-02-21-08--B, 07-02-21-08-C, 07-02-21-08-E, 07-02-21-08-F; transcript pages 70-84).

9.
By a vote of 4-0 adjourned the application for suspension of Felix R. Pluma to the March 7, 2007 public meeting;
By a vote of 4-0 suspended the credentials held by Wilfred S. Black and John W. Knight (ruling number 07-02-21-09-A, 07-02-21-09-B; transcript pages 84-99).

10.
By a vote of 4-0 granted the Division of Gaming Enforcement request for preliminary placement of the names of Antonello P. Pietrafesa and Christian P. Scillia on the exclusion list pending the final outcome on the related petition for final exclusion  (ruling number 07-02-21-10-A, 07-02-21-10-B; transcript pages 99-102).
11.
By a vote of 4-0 granted the petition of Aristocrat Technologies, Inc., Aristocrat International Pty Ltd., and Aristocrat, Technologies Australia Pty. Ltd, and waived the qualification of Colonial First State Investments Limited, pursuant to N.J.A.C 19:51-1.14 (b) (3) and N.J.S.A 5:12-85 (f), based on its status as an institutional investor as defined by N.J.S.A 5:12-27.1  (PRN 3200609) (ruling number 07-02-21-11; transcript pages 104-105).
12
By a vote of 4-0 adopted the draft resolution and waived the qualification requirement, pursuant to N.J.S.A 5:12-85d(1), as to Ricky Arpin in his capacity as Vice President of Financial Accounting for MGM Mirage, subject to the conditions in the Resolution  (PRN 0180710)  (ruling number 07-02-21-12; transcript pages 107-108).

13
By a vote of 4-0 adopted the draft resolution and waived the qualification requirement, pursuant to N.J.S.A 5:12-85d(1) as to the Vice President of Entertainment for Harrah's Operating Company, subject to the conditions in the Resolution  (PRN 0380704)  (ruling number 07-02-21-13; transcript pages 102-104).

14.
By a vote of 4-0 adopted the draft Resolution and authorized James G. Dumond on a temporary basis, prior to his plenary qualification, to assume the duties and exercise the powers of Vice President - Compliance for MGM MIRAGE, subject to the conditions contained in N.J.A.C. 19:43-2.7, which, among other things, required that he file a Personal History disclosure Form-MJ and NJ Supplemental by March 8, 2007  (PRN 0240706) (ruling number 07-02-21-14; transcript pages 109-111).

15.
By a vote of 4-0 adopted the draft resolution and found Michael J. Romano qualified to serve as Vice President of Regulatory Compliance for Resorts International Holdings, LLC. and Colony RIH Holdings, Inc.  (ruling number 07-02-21-15; transcript pages 111-114).

16.
By a vote of 4-0 approve for publication the readoption of N.J.A.C. 19:43 (Casino Licensees)  (transcript pages 114-115).

17.
By a vote of 4-0 adopted the draft resolution and approved the petition of Trump Plaza Associates (d/b/a Trump Plaza Hotel and Casino) for an amendment to its Certificate of Operation and Casino Hotel Alcoholic Beverage License, to permit the reconfiguration of its casino floor, subject to the conditions in the Resolution  (PRN 0330704)  (ruling number 07-02-21-17; transcript pages 115-117)

18.
Considered the petition of IGT to terminate the " Elvis " slot system, and to transfer its progressive jackpot to the progressive jackpot of the "Wheel of Fortune $.01" slot system:


By a vote of 4-0 adopted the draft Resolution and approved IGT's request to transfer a progressive slot jackpot, subject to the condition in the Resolution  (PRN 0360701)  (ruling number 07-02-21-18; transcript pages 117-119).
19.
The proposed publication of amendments to N.J.A.C 19:47-7  ("Last Call For Bets" In Mini-Baccarat) was adjourned.  (transcript pages 119).
20.
By a vote of 4-0 adopted with minor substantive and technical changes, amendments concerning alternative procedure for pre-shuffling and pre-inspection of cards  (transcript pages 119-120).

21.
By a vote of 4-0  a) preliminarily approved “fire bet” as a new wager compatible with the public interest, pursuant to section 5 of the Act;  b) authorized the publication of the Notice of Temporary adoption, which will permit a test of the new wager to begin on or after March 26, 2007; subject to conditions, and continue for a period of time not to exceed 270 days;  c) temporarily adopted the amendments contained in the Notice of Proposal, for the purpose of conducting the test;  d) delegated to the Director of the Division of Compliance, the authority to establish the terms and conditions of a test of the “fire bet”;  e) conditioned any test of “fire bet” upon the filing with and approval by the Division of Compliance of all necessary test submissions for a section 69e;  f) further conditioned any test of “fire bet” upon the issuance of a transactional waiver for Hopbet, Inc.)  (transcript pages 120-124).
22.
By a vote of 4-0 approved for publication and temporary adopted amendments to N.J.A.C. 19:47-20.11  (Pair Plus Wager Pay Tables in Three Card Poker with Mini Royal)  (transcript pages 124-125).

In accordance with Resolution No. 06-12-13-20, the next closed session of the Commission shall be held on Wednesday, March 7, 2007, at 9:15 a.m. in the Commission offices  (transcript page 125).


Mr. George Armantz, a resident of Atlantic City, N.J., addressed the Commission during the public participation portion of the meeting  (transcript pages 125-131).


The meeting adjourned at 12:43.
*Lists of individuals acted upon at this meeting have been documented by exhibit number.  Commission rulings are documented in orders or resolutions.  These lists, rulings and official transcripts are available for public review at the Commission offices located at the corner of Tennessee Avenue and the Boardwalk, Atlantic City, New Jersey.
These minutes remain subject to amendment until such time as they are formally ratified by the New Jersey Casino Control Commission.





  C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I, Dianna W. Fauntleroy, Executive Secretary of the New Jersey Casino Control Commission, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes of the Open Session conducted on February 21, 2007, are true and correct.




         ____________________________________   

           

    

  
      Dianna W. Fauntleroy, Esq.

                                                        Executive Secretary


