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MINUTES - PUBLIC MEETING NO. 10-07-14
              July 14, 2010  -  10:30 a.m.  

 New Jersey Casino Control Commission

 Joseph P. Lordi Public Meeting Room  -  First Floor

 Tennessee Avenue & Boardwalk

 Atlantic City, New Jersey

PRESIDING:
Chair Linda M. Kassekert
PRESENT:
Vice Chair Sharon Anne Harrington and Commissioners Michael C. Epps, Edward J. Fanelle and William T. Sommeling

Subsequent to the reading of a statement of compliance with the notice requirements
of the Open Public Meetings Act and identification of items discussed during closed 

session, the Commission considered and took formal action on the following matters:
Chair Kassekert, and Commissioners presented a certificate to Indra Qraeeb as recipient of the Casino Control Commission Value Award for the month of July 2010.
1.
By votes of 5-0 ratified the minutes of June 16, 2010; and the special meeting minutes of June 24, 2010 (Marina District Development Company, LLC, licensure renewal hearing  (transcript page 11-12).

2.
By a vote of 5-0 remanded for a hearing 8 applications for initial or renewal of casino key and casino employee license  (Exhibit EL-1*); 

By a vote of 4-1 (Commissioner Epps dissented) remanded for a hearing the application of Marletheia Bryant for renewal of casino employee license  (Exhibit EL-1*); and
By a vote of 5-0 granted 9 applications for initial or renewal of casino key and casino employee licenses  (Exhibit EL-2*;transcript pages 14-15).
3.
By a vote of 5-0 approved the stipulations of settlement and consent agreements and granted the casino key and casino employee license or renewal applications of Shah Mohammed Rasifzaman , Arthur F. Bradley, Loammi B. Melo, Ernest O. Ruffin, Jr., Edwin O. Trujillo – Alfaro, Andre J. Brown, Gregory P. Scalia, Warren A. White, Guo Y. Chen, Keith D. Russell, Theresa M. Flora, Tina M. Doughty (a/k/a Tina Hickey), Joseph J. Orlano, Jessier Soriano and Joseph A. Wydra (rulings number 10-07-14-03-A, 10-07-14-03-B, 10-07-14-03-C, 10-07-14-03-D; 10-07-14-03-E, 10-07-14-03-F, 10-07-14-03-G; 10-07-14-03-H, 10-07-14-03-I, 10-07-14-03-J, 10-07-14-03-K; 10-07-14-03-L, 10-07-14-03-M, 10-07-14-03-N, 10-07-14-03-O; transcript page 16-18).
4.
By a vote of 5-0 adopted the Initial Decision of Hearing Examiner, Sharon Anne Harrington, Commissioner, and found Mildred R. Dennis disqualified and revoked her casino employee license and casino service industry registration. However, good cause is found, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 5:12-106 (c), to allow Ms. Dennis to work in a position that does not require a license.  (09-0703-RC)  (10-07-14-04; transcript pages 18-20).

5.
By a vote of 5-0 granted Shyquon D. Rayford permission to reapply early for casino employee license, a casino service employee registration and/or to obtain employment as a non-credential hotel employee  (10-0167-RA) (10-07-14-05; transcript pages 20-21).
6.
By a vote of 5-0 issued a issued a final Order of exclusion for Mr. Frank T. Baldino  (09-0296-EL)  (10-07-14-06; transcript pages 22-23).
7.
By a vote of 5-0 suspended the credentials held by Liqiang Chen, Jheri Ramos and Jorge Ramos  (rulings number 10-07-14-07-A, 10-07-14-07-B, 10-07-14-07-C; transcript pages 23-25).

8.
Considered the Complaints for Forfeiture Orders in Marina District Development company, LLC, et.al.  (10-0023-VC); Trump Plaza Associates, et.al (10-0061-VC); Marina District Development company, LLC, et.al.  (10-0112-VC); and Trump Taj Mahal Associates, et.al (10-0113-VC).

By a vote of 5-0 issued the following rulings,


a)
Dismissed, without prejudice, the forfeiture actions, with respect to: patron “HK” AND “JG” in the Trump Taj Mahal Associates complaint, agency docket No. 10-0113-VC; and patrons “FC”, “MP”, “SAG”, “YLN” and “MPC” in the Trump Plaza Associates Complaint, agency docket No. 10-0061-VC; based upon the Commission’s inability to effectuate proper notice as required by section 71.3 (c ) of the act; and


Adjourned the forfeiture action with respect to patron “FA” in the Trump Plaza Associates Complaint, agency docket No. 10-0061-VC due to the lack of service; and

b)
Ordered,  that the remaining money seized from the other patrons in these four complaints be forfeited, due to their having gambled while underage or on the self exclusion list, and the respective casinos are directed to remit the forfeited funds to the Commission for appropriate disposition, in accordance with NJSA 5:12-71.3(c)

(rulings number 10-07-14-08-A; 10-07-14-08-B, 10-07-14-08-C, 10-07-14-08-D; transcript pages 23-28).
9.
Considered the petition of Tropicana Entertainment Inc. and issued the following ruling:

By a vote of 5-0 adopted the draft resolution and authorized Daniel A. Cassella, on a temporary basis and prior to his plenary qualification, to assume the duties and exercise powers of a Member of the Board of Directors and Audit Committee of the Board of Directors for Tropicana Entertainment Inc, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 19:43-2.7 and the conditions contained in the resolution  (PRN 1451001)  (ruling number 10-07-14-09; transcript pages 28-31).
10.
Considered the petition of Tropicana Atlantic City Corp. and Tropicana Entertainment Inc. and issued the following ruling:


By a vote of 5-0 adopted the draft resolution, subject to the conditions in the resolution  (PRN 1611001)  (ruling number 10-07-14-10; transcript pages 31-34).

11.
By a vote of 5-0 found Peter Murphy qualified to serve as President, Strategy & Development for Harrah's Entertainment Inc., and Harrah's Operating Company, Inc.  (ruling number 10-07-14-11; transcript pages 34-36).
12.
By a vote of 5-0 found Duane Holloway qualified to serve as Vice President, Litigation and Labor & Employment for Harrah's Entertainment Inc., and Harrah's Operating Company, Inc.  (ruling number 10-07-14-12; transcript pages 36-38).
13.
By a vote of 4-0 (Commissioner Epps Abstained), adopted the draft resolution and approved the petition of Tropicana Atlantic City Corp. (d/b/a Tropicana Casino and Resort), to amend its certificate of operation and to permit the reconfiguration of its gaming floor, subject to the conditions in the Resolution  (PRN 1651001)  (ruling number 10-07-14-13; transcript pages 38-55).
14.
By a vote of 5-0 adopted the draft resolution and granted the relief requested by IGT to permit the progressive annuity slot jackpot transfer, subject to compliance with the 30-day notice requirement in N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.39(n)  (PRN 1621001)  (ruling number 10-07-14-14; transcript pages 53-55).
15.
By a vote of 5-0 adopted the draft resolution and granted the relief requested by IGT, to permit the progressive instant-pay slot jackpot transfer, subject to compliance with the 30-day notice requirement in N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.39(n)  (PRN 1621002)  (ruling number 10-07-14-15; transcript pages 55-56).
16.
Adjourned the petition of Shuffle Master, Inc., Customized Casino Games Ltd., and Bally’s Park Place, Inc., (d/b/a Bally’s Atlantic City), for approval of “Blackjack Switch” as an authorized game, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 5:12-5 and N.J.S.A. 5:12-69(e)  (PRN 0501006); and proposed temporary adoption of amendments to N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.12; 19:46-1.17 through 1.19 and New rules N.J.A.C. 19:46-1.10C, 19:47-2A.1 through 2A.14 et. seq., pursuant to N.J.S.A. 5:12-69(e)  (Blackjack Switch) without date  (transcript pages 57).
17.
By a vote 5-0 temporarily adopted, N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.8 and 1.10; N.J.A.C. 19:47-14.19; and New rule N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.39D without date  (Multi-Casino Bad Beat Payout System)  (transcript pages 57-58).
18.
By a vote of 5-0 adopted the draft resolution and granted nunc pro tunc, the relief requested by Aristocrat to possess and display slot machines, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 19:46-1.22(b), subject to the conditions in the resolution  (PRN 1871002)  (ruling number 10-07-14-18; transcript pages 58-59).
19.
Considered the petition of TPG Genpar V, L.P. and TPG Advisors V, INC. for approval of a Restructuring Agreement and Other Relief and issued the following ruling:


By a vote of 5-0 adopted the draft resolution and granted the relief requested in the petition and approved the TPG Restructuring, subject to the conditions and to the extent set forth in the resolution  (PRN 1601001) (ruling number 10-07-14-19; transcript pages 60-63).
20.
Considered the Petition of Avenue NJ Entertainment, LLC for Interim Casino Authorization, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 5:12-95.13  (PRN 0531002);

Amended petition of Avenue NJ Entertainment, LLC for approval of a Trust Agreement  (PRN 0471004); and

Amended petition of Avenue Capital Management II, L.P. for declaratory rulings as to the completeness of an application to be found qualified (PRN 2680906).

The Commission received into evidence exhibits A-1 and A-2 from the Applicant and  exhibit D-1 from the Division of Gaming Enforcement.
The commission heard presentations of the petitioner and the testimony of Marc Lasry, Chairman, Chief Executive Officer and CO – founder of Avenue Capital Group.

The commission considered the petitions, written submissions, oral arguments and testimony presented and issued the following rulings:


By a vote of 5-0 adopted the draft resolution and


1)
found Avenue NJ Entertainment application for ICA complete;

2)
approved the Interim Casino Authorization Trust Agreement; and


3)
granted Interim Casino Authorization to Avenue NJ Entertainment, LLC



as a holding company of the Trump Casino Licensees 


all as set forth in the findings and rulings and subject to the conditions in the resolution  (ruling number 10-07-14-20; transcript pages 63-95).
21.
Considered the amended petition of Trump Entertainment Resorts, Inc., for approvals necessary under the Casino Control Act, N.J.S.A. 5:12-1 et seq., to consummate a plan of Reorganization.

The Commission received into evidence exhibits P-1 and P-20 from the Petitioners, exhibit D-1 from the Division of Gaming Enforcement.
The commission heard presentations of the petitioner and the testimony of John Burke, Chief Financial Officer, Trump Entertainment Resorts, Inc., and Mark Juliano, Chief Executive Officer, Trump Entertainment Resorts, Inc.
The commission considered the petition, written submissions, oral arguments and testimony presented and issued the following ruling:


By a vote of 5-0 approved the Trump Reorganization Plan and granted the requested relief as set forth in, and subject to the conditions the resolution  (PRN 1341004)  (ruling number 10-04-07-13; transcript pages 95-157).
22.
Withdrawn at the request of the petitioners, the Motion of Icahn Partners LP, Icahn Partners Master Fund LP, Icahn Partners Master Fund II LP and Icahn Partners Master Fund III LP to Participate in PRN 1341004, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 1:1-16.6.  (PRN 1941007)  (transcript pages 157-158).

In accordance with Resolution No. 09-12-16-20, the next closed session of the commission shall be held on Wednesday, August 4, 2010, at 9:15 a.m. in the commission offices  (transcript page 158-159).


There being no members of the public to address the Commission, the meeting adjourned at 3:21 p.m.

*Lists of individuals acted upon at this meeting have been documented by exhibit number.  Commission rulings are documented in orders or resolutions.  These lists, rulings and official transcripts are available for public review at the Commission offices located at the corner of Tennessee Avenue and the Boardwalk, Atlantic City, New Jersey.
These minutes remain subject to amendment until such time as they are formally ratified by the New Jersey Casino Control Commission.





  C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I, Dianna W. Fauntleroy, Executive Secretary of the New Jersey Casino Control Commission, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes of the Open Session conducted on July 14, 2010, are true and correct.





         ____________________________________   

           

    
       Dianna W. Fauntleroy, Esq.

                                                        Executive Secretary


