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MINUTES - PUBLIC MEETING NO. 09-04-29
              April 29, 2009  -  10:30 a.m.  

 New Jersey Casino Control Commission

 Joseph P. Lordi Public Meeting Room  -  First Floor

 Tennessee Avenue & Boardwalk

 Atlantic City, New Jersey

PRESIDING:
  Chair Linda M. Kassekert
PRESENT:        Vice Chair Michael C. Epps and Commissioners

Michael A. Fedorko and William T. Sommeling
Subsequent to the reading of a statement of compliance with the notice requirements
of the Open Public Meetings Act and identification of items discussed during closed 

session, the Commission considered and took formal action on the following matters:
1.
By a vote of 4-0 ratified the minutes of April 15 2009  (transcript page 7).

2.

By a vote of 4-0 remanded for hearings 14 applications for initial or renewal of casino 



key and casino employee licenses  (Exhibit EL-1*);

By a vote of 4-0 granted 3 applications for initial or renewal of casino key and casino employee licenses  (Exhibit EL-2*);

By a vote of 4-0 granted the casino service industry license application of Lake Shore Studios, Inc. (t/a Stone Designs); and
By a vote of 4-0 granted the application of Joseph Intili for renewal of a casino key employee license and for qualification as Vice President of Relationship Marketing for Marina District Development Company  (Exhibit EL-2*; transcript pages 7-11).

3.
By a vote of 4-0 approved the stipulations of settlement and consent agreements and granted the casino key and casino employee license or renewal applications of Jennifer A. Rosario  (a/k/a Jennifer Giannetta & Jennifer Jones), Regino Rodriguez, Robert Soto, Michael B. Faulkner and Amoon Williams  (a/k/a Amoon William) (rulings number 09-04-29-03-A, 09-04-29-03-B, 09-04-29-03-C, 09-04-29-03-D, 09-04-29-03-E; transcript pages 12-13).
4.
By a vote of 4-0 adopted the Initial Decision of Hearing Examiner, Michael A. Fedorko, Commissioner, and found Shan P. Patel  (a/k/a Hardik P. Patel) disqualified, and denied his casino employee license application; and revoked his casino service employee registration.  Mr. Patel is prohibited from applying for or holding any license, registration, qualification, or approval required under the Act  (07-0768-EA; 08-0679-RC)  (ruling number 09-04-29-04; transcript pages 13-15).

5.
By a vote of 4-0 suspended the credentials held by Charita R. Jackson, Bok H. Lee, Michael D. Robb and Stephen J. Vitkow  (rulings number 09-04-29-05-A, 09-04-29-05-B, 09-04-29-05-C, 09-04-29-05-D; transcript pages 15-17).
6.
Considered the Forfeiture Order in State v. Marina District Development Company, LLC; and Walter Cohen  (a/k/a Al Silver); and Petition of Walter Cohen  (a/k/a Al Silver) for removal from the exclusion list and for other relief, and issued the following rulings: 


By votes of 4-0,

a)
Due to Walter Cohen  (a/k/a Al Silver), being on the Commission’s exclusion list, on the date of the gaming activity.  The money theoretically won by Mr. Cohen,  as cited in the violation complaint is forfeited, and Marina District Development Company, LLC was required to remit the forfeited money to the Commission in accordance with N.J.S.A 5:12-71.3(c) (07-0352-VC); and

b)
Denied the petition of Walter Cohen (a/k/a Al Silver), for removal from the exclusion list  (07-0637-MI) 

(ruling number 09-04-29-06; transcript pages 17-20)

7.
By a vote of 4-0 found Bradley Warga qualified to serve as Vice President of Talent and Employment Engagement for Harrah's Entertainment Inc. and Harrah's Operating Company  (ruling number 09-04-29-07; transcript pages 20-23)
8.
By a vote of 4-0 adopted the draft resolution and approved the petition of Harrah's Atlantic City Operating Company, LLC (d/b/a Harrah's Resort Atlantic City), for a temporary amendment to its Certificate of Operation, to permit the reconfiguration of its gaming floor, subject to the conditions in the Resolution (PRN 1050903) (ruling number 09-04-29-08; transcript pages 23-25).

9.
Tabled for up to 90 days and authorized publication of a Notice of Action to that effect, the petition of TotalUp, Inc. and Trump Marina Associates, LLC  (d/b/a Trump Marina Hotel Casino), for approval of “Total Craps” as an variation of the authorized game of craps, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 5:12-5 and N.J.A.C. 19:47-8.4, (PRN 0720905) (transcript pages 25-26).
10.
By a vote of 4-0 approved for publication, amendments to N.J.A.C. 19:41-9.9, 19:42-8.5, 19:43-10.2, 10.4, 10.5 and 10.7, 19:51-1.2A, 1.2B, 1.5, 1.13 and 2.1; Proposed Repeal of N.J.A.C.  19:41-5.11A  (Revised dollar thresholds for non-gaming related casino service industries; “gross revenue” exemption; repeal of NICE filing)  (transcript pages 26-28).
11.
Considered the proposed temporary adoption of amendments for “EZ Baccarat;” Authorization of rulemaking experiment for “EZ Baccarat” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 5:12-69e:


By a vote of 4-0

a)
preliminarily approved as a no vigorish variation of baccarat and minibaccarat compatible with the public interest, pursuant to section 5 of the Act;

b)
authorized the publication of the Notice of Temporary adoption, which will permit a test of the new game variation to begin on or after June 8, 2009; subject to the conditions listed, and continue for a period of time not to exceed 270 days;

c)
temporarily adopted the amendments contained in the Notice of Proposal, for the purpose of conducting the test;
d)
delegated to the Director of the Division of Compliance, the authority to establish the terms and conditions of a test of the new game variation; 

e)
conditioned any test of new game variation upon the filing with and approval by the Division of Compliance of all necessary test submissions for a section 69e test of new game variation; and
f)
further condition any test of the new game variation upon the License Division deeming complete, the casino service industry application of DEQ System Corp.
(transcript pages 29-31).
12.
Considered the Proposed temporary adoption of amendments and New Rules for Mini-Tex 3 Card Hold‘Em; Authorization of rulemaking experiment for Mini-Tex 3 Card Hold‘Em, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 5:12-69e and issued the following ruling:

By a vote of 4-0

a)
preliminarily approved Mini-Tex 3 Card Hold‘Em as a new game compatible with the public interest, pursuant to section 5 of the Act;

b)
authorized the publication of the Notice of Temporary adoption, which will permit a test of the new game variation to begin on or after June 8, 2009; subject to the conditions listed, and continue for a period of time not to exceed 270 days;

c)
temporarily adopted the amendments contained in the Notice of Proposal, for the purpose of conducting the test;

d)
delegated to the Director of the Division of Compliance, the authority to establish the terms and conditions of a test of Mini-Tex 3 Card Hold‘Em and to approve any gaming equipment necessary to the implementation of the test; and
e)
conditioned any test Mini-Tex 3 Card Hold‘Em upon the filing with and approval by the Division of Compliance of all necessary test submissions for a section 69e test of Mini-Tex 3 Card Hold‘Em
(transcript pages 31-34).
13.
By a vote of 4-0 adopted as published, amendments to N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.54  (Gaming vouchers; physical characteristics; procedures for issuance and redemption)  (transcript pages 34-35).
14.
Considered the Amended joint petition of the Trustee and Conservator for Adamar of New Jersey, Inc., et al. to extend the sale period, approve an asset purchase agreement and authorize a bankruptcy filing.

The Commission received into evidence exhibit D-1 (redacted) from the Division of Gaming Enforcement and exhibits JP-1 (redacted), JP-2 (redacted) and JP-3.
The Commissioner heard presentations of the applicants and the testimony of Kyle A. Pasewark, Esq., Debevoise & Plimpton LLP, on the behalf of Justice Gary Stein.

The Commission considered the petitions, written submissions, exhibits, witnesses and oral arguments presented and issued the following ruling:
By a vote of 4-0 adopted the draft resolution and granted the relief requested in the petition, to the extend set forth in the findings and rulings, and subject to the conditions stated on the record and in the rulings, including the $19 million cash balance requirement  (ruling number 09-04-29-14; transcript pages 42-87).

15.
Considered the application of the Conservator/Trustee for the former casino licensee, Adamar of New Jersey, Inc., for approval of fees for the Conservator/Trustee, his Personal Counsel, Legal and Other Consultants;

By votes of 4-0 approved the following:


a)
approved the invoice of Justice Gary S. Stein, Conservator for the period April 1 through April 24, 2009, in the amount of $ 37,440.00;


b)
approved the invoice of Pashman Stein, Personal Counsel fees, for the period April 1 through April 24, 2009, in the amount of $ 52,504.25;

c)
approved the invoice of Cole Schotz, Delaware Legal Counsel, for the period  April 1 through April 27, 2009, in the amount of $ 94,653.37, 


d)
approved the invoice of Debevoise & Plimpton LLP, Legal Counsel, for the period April 1 through April 24, 2009, in the amount of $ 224,836.48;


e)
approved the invoice of JH Cohn, Bankruptcy Counsel, for the period April 1 through April 24, 2009, in the amount of $ 100,603.25; and

f)
approved an additional amount of $ 19,858.46 from the January 8, 2009 invoice; and denied the request to approve the previously disallowed amount of 



$ 23,249.76, with the express directive that any disallowed amounts, not be presented to the bankruptcy court as an administrative expense or otherwise;

all subject to the conditions imposed in Commission Resolution No. 08-06-04-15 and 08-06-18-21, including the provision of daily cash schedules and updated forecasts and subject to the adjustments and conditions stated on the record and in the Resolution  (ruling number 09-04-29-15; transcript pages 35-42).


In accordance with Resolution No. 08-12-10-22, the next closed session of the commission shall be held on Wednesday, May 20, 2009, at 9:15 a.m. in the commission offices  (transcript pages 87).


Ms. Alice Gordon addressed the Commission during the public participation portion of the meeting  (Transcript pages 87-90).


The meeting adjourned at 12:36 p.m.

*Lists of individuals acted upon at this meeting have been documented by exhibit number.  Commission rulings are documented in orders or resolutions.  These lists, rulings and official transcripts are available for public review at the Commission offices located at the corner of Tennessee Avenue and the Boardwalk, Atlantic City, New Jersey.
These minutes remain subject to amendment until such time as they are formally ratified by the New Jersey Casino Control Commission.






  C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I, Dianna W. Fauntleroy, Executive Secretary of the New Jersey Casino Control Commission, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes of the Open Session conducted on April 29, 2009, are true and correct.





         ____________________________________   

           

    
       Dianna W. Fauntleroy, Esq.

                                                        Executive Secretary


