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MINUTES - PUBLIC MEETING NO. 09-02-18
              February 18, 2009  -  10:30 a.m.  

 New Jersey Casino Control Commission

 Joseph P. Lordi Public Meeting Room  -  First Floor

 Tennessee Avenue & Boardwalk

 Atlantic City, New Jersey

PRESIDING:
  Chair Linda M. Kassekert
PRESENT:        Vice Chair Michael C. Epps and Commissioners

Michael A. Fedorko and William T. Sommeling
Subsequent to the reading of a statement of compliance with the notice requirements
of the Open Public Meetings Act and identification of items discussed during closed 

session, the Commission considered and took formal action on the following matters:
1.
By a vote of 4-0 ratified the minutes of February 4, 2009  (transcript page 10).

2.

By a vote of 4-0 remanded for hearings 9 applications for initial or renewal of casino 



key and casino employee licenses  (Exhibit EL-1*);

By a vote of 4-0 granted 17 applications for initial or renewal of casino key and casino employee licenses  (Exhibit EL-2*); and
By a vote of 4-0 granted the applications for initial or renewal of casino key employee license and for qualification: Joong J. Kim, Vice President of Korean Marketing for Trump Taj Mahal Associates, LLC., Danielle P. Mohn, Vice President of Marketing for Marina Associates and Nicholas L. Nickolich, Vice President of Slot Operations for RIH Acquisition NJ, Inc.  (Exhibit EL-2*; transcript pages 10-12).

3.
By a vote of 4-0 approved the stipulations of settlement and consent agreements and granted the casino key and casino employee license or renewal applications of James J. Andress, Jose Gonzalez, Jamie L. Labor, Joseph M. Biddle, Jose R. Montanez, Pamela L. Wilson, Marie Darby and Diane Le  (rulings number 09-02-18-03-A, 09-02-18-03-C, 09-02-18-03-D, 09-02-18-03-E, 09-02-18-03-F, 09-02-18-03-G, 09-02-18-03-H, 09-02-18-03-I); and

approved the stipulation of settlement and denied the casino employee license application of Robert M. Dagrossa.  Applicant may petition for non-credential hotel employment, a casino service employee registration; and apply for a casino employee license in accordance with the timelines set forth in the stipulation  (ruling number 09-02-18-03-B; transcript pages 12-14).

4.
By a vote of 4-0 suspended the credentials held by Louis G. Ceresa, Sanjeev K. Kapoor, Darvin E. Riley and Kaushal A. Vakharia  (ruling number 09-02-18-04-A, 08-09-02-18-04-B, 09-02-18-04-C, 09-02-18-04-D; transcript pages 14-16).

5.
By a vote of 4-0 granted the Division of Gaming Enforcement request for preliminary placement of the Order placing the names of Collis Brown, and Frank Malangone on the exclusion list, pending the final outcome of the related petitions for final exclusion  (rulings number 09-02-18-05 transcript pages 16-18).

6.
By a vote of 4-0 granted the petition of AT&T Mobility National Accounts, LLC., for an exemption from non-gaming related casino service industry licensure, based on its comparable regulation, pursuant to N.J.S.A 5:12-92 (c ) and N.J.A.C 19:51-1.13 of the Act, and subject to the conditions in the Order  (PRN 0630801)  (ruling number 09-02-18-06 transcript pages 18-19).

7.
By a vote of 4-0 granted the petition of United States Playing Card Company, and waived the qualification of Wellington Management, LLC, pursuant to N.J.A.C 19:51-1.14 (b) (3) and N.J.S.A 5:12-85 (f), based on its status as an institutional investor as defined by N.J.S.A 5:12-27.1  (PRN 2950803) (ruling number 09-02-18-07; transcript pages 19-22).

8.
By a vote of 4-0 adopted the draft Resolution and authorized Katrina Lane on a temporary basis, prior to her plenary qualification, to assume the duties and exercise the powers of Senior Vice President & Chief Technology Officer for Harrah’s Entertainment, Inc., and Harrah's Operating Company, Inc., subject to the conditions contained in N.J.A.C. 19:43-2.7, which, among other things, required that she file a Personal History disclosure Form-MJ and NJ Supplemental by March 5, 2009  (PRN 0350903) (ruling number 09-02-18-08; transcript pages 23-25).

9.
Considered the temporary adoption of amendments for Alternative Procedures for Counting and Recording Player Contributions to Bad Beat Payouts in Poker; Authorization of rulemaking experiment for the Alternative Procedures, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 5:12-69e and issued the following ruling:

By a vote of 4-0:

a)
preliminarily approved Alternative Procedures for Counting and Recording Player Contributions to Bad Beat Payouts compatible with the public interest, pursuant to section 5 of the Act;

b)
authorized the publication of the Notice of Temporary adoption, which will permit a test of these procedures to begin on or after March 23, 2009; subject to the conditions listed, and continued for a period of time not to exceed 270 days;
c)
temporarily adopted the amendments contained in the Notice of proposal, for the purpose of conducting the test;

d)
delegated to the Director of the Division of Compliance, the authority to establish the terms and conditions of a test of Alternative Procedures; and to approve any gaming equipment necessary to the implementation of the test; and
e)
conditioned any test of Alternative Procedures upon the filing with and approval by the Division of Compliance of all necessary test submissions for a section 69e test of Alternative Procedures  (transcript pages 26-28).
10.
By a vote of 4-0 adopted as published, amendments to N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.12 and 19:46-1.18 (Reduced Frequency of Card Changing)  (transcript page 28-30).

11.
Adjourned the Petition of Harrah’s Entertainment, Inc.; Harrah’s Operating Company, Inc.; Harrah’s Atlantic City Operating Company, LLC; Showboat Atlantic City Operating Company, LLC; Bally’s Park Place, Inc., (d/b/a Bally’s Atlantic City); and Boardwalk Regency Corp., (d/b/a Caesars Atlantic City), for an amendment to N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.1, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 5:12- 69(c) and N.J.A.C. 19:40-3.6  (Revise reporting relationship of Chief Executive Officer and Chief Gaming Officer)  (PRN 0260904); and Submission of Harrah’s Atlantic City Operating Company, LLC; Showboat Atlantic City Operating Company, LLC; Bally’s Park Place, Inc., (d/b/a Bally’s Atlantic City); and Boardwalk Regency Corp., (d/b/a Caesars Atlantic City), for revisions to their Tables of Organization  (transcript page 30)
12.
Considered the petition of the Trustee and Conservator for Adamar of New Jersey, Inc. to extend the sale period and to initiate Section 363 Sale and issued the following ruling:
By a vote of 4-0 granted the petition, extending the sale period, through March 18, 2009, subject to the instructions and conditions in the ruling and stated on the record  (PRN 0330902)  (ruling number 09-02-18-12; transcript pages 38-67).
13 & 14.

Considered the Motions of the Steering Committee of Secured Lenders to participate and The Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors for Leave to Intervene or, in the alternative, to Participate, in the petition (PRN 0330902) of the Trustee and Conservator to extend the sale period and to initiate a Section 363 Sale  (item # 12).
The Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors withdrew its application for intervention.

By a vote of 4-0 issued the following rulings:

a)
granted The Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors participation, to the extent set forth, and subject to the conditions in the Resolution  (PRN 0410901)  (rulings number 09-02-18-13); and
b)
granted The Steering Committee participation, to the extent set forth, and subject to the conditions in the Resolution  (PRN 0410902)  (rulings number 09-02-18-14; transcript pages 32-38).
15 & 16

Considered the Petition of Column Financial, Inc., and Trimont Real Estate Advisors, Inc. for relief from certain condition in CCC Resolutions 07-03-07-13 and 08-01-30-14, and other relief (PRN 0220901); and the Cross Petition of Resorts International Hotel, Inc. in Opposition of Relief sought in PRN 0220901 and for a Declaratory Ruling as to certain licensing requirements  (PRN 0370901).

The Commission received into evidence the following exhibits: CP-1, CP-2 from Resorts International Hotel, Inc., and  D-1 and D-2 from the Division of Gaming Enforcement.


The Commission heard the testimony of Peter B. Hoelezle, Vice President, Asset Management, Trimont Real Estate Advisors; Stephen Yankauer, Managing Director, Credit Risk Management, Credit Suisse; and Nicholas L. Ribis, Executive Vice President, Colony.

The Commission received closing statements from Gilbert Brooks, Esq., Counsel for Resorts International Hotel, Inc. and Paul O’Gara, Esq., Counsel for Column Financial, Inc., and Trimont Real Estate Advisors, Inc.  Chair Kassekert closed the record and Reserved Decision until the March 4, 2009 Public Meeting  (transcript pages 73-255)
17.
By a vote of 4-0 adopted the draft Resolution and approved the petition of RIH Acquisition NJ, LLC (d/b/a Atlantic City Hilton), for an amendment to its Certificate of Operation and Casino Hotel Alcoholic Beverage License, and permitted the reconfiguration of its gaming floor, subject to the conditions in the Resolution (PRN 0400901) (ruling number 09-02-18-17; transcript pages 30-32).

18.
Considered the application of the Conservator/Trustee for the former casino licensee, Adamar of New Jersey, Inc., for approval of fees for the Conservator/Trustee, his Personal Counsel, Legal and Other Consultants:

By votes of 4-0 approved the following:


a)
approved the invoice of Justice Gary S. Stein, Conservator for the period January 1 through January 31, 2009;


b)
approved the invoice of Pashman Stein, Personal Counsel fees, for the period   January 1 through January 31, 2009;

c)
approved the invoice of Cole Schotz, Delaware Legal Counsel, for the period  January 1 through January 31, 2009, and the December entries not included in the invoices previously approved;


d)
approved the invoice of JH Cohn, Bankruptcy Counsel, for the period January 1 through January 31, 2009; and

e)
approved the invoice of Debevoise & Plimpton LLP, Legal Counsel, for the period January 1 through January 31, 2009;

all subject to the conditions imposed in Commission Resolution No. 08-06-04-15 and 08-06-18-21, including the provision of daily cash schedules and updated forecasts and subject to the conditions stated on the record  (ruling number 09-02-18-18; transcript pages 68-73).


In accordance with Resolution No. 08-12-10-22, the next closed session of the commission shall be held on Wednesday, March 4, 2009, at 9:15 a.m. in the commission offices  (transcript page 255).


Ms. Sharon Rivera, Representative of the UAW and Mr. Al Wellings, Resident and Employee of Atlantic City, addressed the Commission at the public participation portion of the meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 5:57 p.m.

*Lists of individuals acted upon at this meeting have been documented by exhibit number.  Commission rulings are documented in orders or resolutions.  These lists, rulings and official transcripts are available for public review at the Commission offices located at the corner of Tennessee Avenue and the Boardwalk, Atlantic City, New Jersey.
These minutes remain subject to amendment until such time as they are formally ratified by the New Jersey Casino Control Commission.






  C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I, Dianna W. Fauntleroy, Executive Secretary of the New Jersey Casino Control Commission, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes of the Open Session conducted on February 18, 2009, are true and correct.





         ____________________________________   

           

    
       Dianna W. Fauntleroy, Esq.

                                                        Executive Secretary


