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MINUTES - PUBLIC MEETING NO. 07-12-12
              December 12, 2007  -  10:30 a.m.  

 New Jersey Casino Control Commission

 Joseph P. Lordi Public Meeting Room  -  First Floor

 Tennessee Avenue & Boardwalk

 Atlantic City, New Jersey

PRESIDING:
  Chair Linda M. Kassekert
PRESENT:         Vice Chair Michael A. Fedorko and Commissioners

Michael C. Epps, Ralph G. Frulio, and William T. Sommeling

Subsequent to the reading of a statement of compliance with the notice requirements
of the Open Public Meetings Act and identification of items discussed during closed 

session, the Commission considered and took formal action on the following matters:
1.
By a vote of 5-0 ratified the minutes of November 21, 2007 public meeting and the special meeting of November 15, 2007  (transcript pages 11-12).
2.
By a vote of 5-0 remanded for hearings 32 applications for initial or renewal of casino key and casino employee licenses  (Exhibit EL-1*).
By a vote of 5-0 granted 19 applications for initial or renewal of casino key and casino employee licenses  (Exhibit EL-2*).


By a vote of 5-0 granted the application of Jennifer H. Weissman for a casino key employee license and for qualification as Vice President of Marketing –Regional for Bally's Park Place Inc., Boardwalk Regency Corporation, Marina Associates and Atlantic City Showboat, Inc.  (Exhibit EL-2*).
3.
By a vote of 5-0 approved the petition of Harrah's Operating Company, Inc., Marina Associates (d/b/a Harrah's Casino Hotel Atlantic City), Atlantic City Showboat, Inc., Bally's Park Place, Inc., (d/b/a Bally's Atlantic City) and Boardwalk Regency Corp., (d/b/a Caesars Atlantic City) and issued a temporary casino key employee license to Alyce Parker, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 5 :12-89 (e ) and permitted her, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 19 :43-2.6 to assume the duties and exercise the power of Vice President of Public Affair for the Atlantic City Operations, without first having been qualified  (PRN 3230701)  (Exhibit EL-2*; transcript pages 14-17).
4.
By a vote of 5-0 approved the stipulations of settlement and consent agreements and granted the casino key and casino employee license or renewal applications of Mohammad Y. Khan, Cheryl M. Brantley, Robert C. Stanton; William W. McHenry, Jr., James S. O’Neill, Jr. and Jaye O. Simmons (rulings number 07-12-12-04-A, 07-12-12-04-B, 07-12-12-04-C, 07-12-12-04-D, 07-12-12-04-E; 07-12-12-04-F; transcript pages 17-19).

5.
By a vote of 5-0 granted the petition and permitted Wardrobe Management, Inc. (t/a Absecon Cleaners) to withdraw its application for a license as a non-gaming casino service industry, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 19:41-8.6, subject to the conditions in the Order  (ruling number 07-12-12-05; transcript pages 19-21).
6.
By a vote of 5-0 approved the stipulation of settlement and imposed a civil penalty of $50,000 against Atlantic City Showboat, Inc. (d/b/a/ Showboat Casino Hotel) for violation of Commission regulations, regarding Internal Controls  (07-0321-VC)  (ruling number 07-12-12-06; transcript pages 21-23).

7.
By a vote of 4-1 (Commissioner Epps dissented), adopted the Initial Decision of Hearing Examiner, Ralph G. Frulio, Commissioner, and denied the casino employee license renewal application of Dana White.  However, good cause is found, pursuant to section 106c of the Act, to allow Ms White to be employed in a non-credential hotel position  (07-0003-ER) (ruling number 07-12-12-07; transcript pages 23-25).
8.
By a vote of 4-1 (Commissioner Fedorko dissented), denied Robert E. Jackson permission to reapply early for a casino employee license and a casino service employee registration, but grant him permission to work as a non-credential hotel employee  (ruling number 07-12-12-08-A); and
By a vote of 5-0 deny Bernard Peraino permission to reapply early for a casino employee license, a casino service employee registration, or to obtain employment early as a non-credential hotel employee  (ruling number 07-12-12-08-B; transcript pages 25-31).

9.
By a vote of 5-0, based upon non-compliance with the reporting conditions set forth in the respective orders, vacated the existing Orders and denied the respective license applications of Michael G. Anthony, Charles F. Carter, Robert D. Collins, Jr., Shudong Cui, Alexandria R. Dows, Willie J. Haye, Jr., Angela Justiniano –Nomah, Jamie K. Sheppard and Joseph J. Spataro.  Further, pursuant to section 106c of the Act, revoked the casino service employee registrations held by Alexandria R. Dows, Angela Justiniano –Nomah and Jamie K. Sheppard (ruling number 07-12-12-09-A, 07-12-12-09-B, 07-12-12-09-C, 07-12-12-09-D; 07-12-12-09-E, 07-12-12-09-F, 07-12-12-09-G, 07-12-12-09-H, 07-12-12-09-I; transcript pages 31-33).

10.
By vote of 5-0 suspended the credentials held by Anthony J. Albano, Jr., Yorel L. Browne, Brian R. Goganzer, Maria D. Rivera, Frank J. Varra and Eric P. Williams  (ruling number 07-12-12-10-A, 07-12-12-10-B, 07-12-12-10-C, 07-12-12-10-D; 07-12-12-10-E, 07-12-12-10-F, 07-12-12-10-G; transcript pages 33-40).

11.
By a vote of 5-0, due their being underaged on the date of the winnings or on the self-exclusion list, the money theoretically won by the individuals cited in the seven violation complaints against Adamar of New Jersey, Inc.; et al. (07-0535-VC); Bally’s Park Place; et al. (07-0351-VC); Trump Taj Mahal Associates; et al. (07-0391-VC); Trump Taj Mahal Associates; et al. (06-0482-VC); Marina District Development Company, LLC; et al. (07-0111-VC); Marina District Development Company, LLC; et al. (07-0392-VC) and Marina District Development Company, LLC; et al. (07-0390-VC) is forfeited, and the respective casinos are required to remit the forfeited money to the Commission in accordance with N.J.S.A 5:12-71.3(c) (ruling number 07-12-12-11-A, 07-12-12-11-B, 07-12-12-11-C, 07-12-12-11-D; 07-12-12-11-E, 07-12-12-11-F, 07-12-12-11-G; transcript pages 40-43).

12.
By a vote of 5-0 granted the Division of Gaming Enforcement request for preliminary placement of the Order placing the name of Robert M. Short on the exclusion list, pending the final outcome of the related petition for final exclusion  (rulings number 07-12-12-12; transcript pages 43-45).

13.
By a vote of 5-0 granted in part and denied in part the petition of Spielo Manufacturing ULC and Gtech Corporation and  1)  found that Mediobanca, S.P.A. is not an institutional investor, as defined by N.J.S.A. 5:21-27.1., and  2)  granted Mediobanca, S.P.A. a waiver of qualification, pursuant to N.J.A.C 19:51-1.14 (b) (4) based on its inability to control Lottomatica, Spielo Manufacturing ULC and Gtech Corporation, subject to the conditions in the Order  (PRN 2750702)  ) (ruling number 07-12-12-13; transcript pages 45-49).
14.
Considered the amended joint petition of Resorts International Hotel, Inc. and RIH Acquisition NJ, LLC, for approval of the transfer of Ownership Interest in Various Entity Qualifiers and issued the following ruling:

By a vote of 5-0 adopted the draft resolution and granted the relief requested in the amended joint petition, to the extent set forth in the findings, and subject to the conditions in the Resolution (PRN 2040703)  (ruling number 07-12-12-14; transcript pages 49-51).
15.
Considered the petition of Harrah's Entertainment, Inc. and Apollo Hamlet Holdings, et al. for approvals, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 19:43-2.8 and issued the following ruling:
By a vote of 5-0 adopted the draft resolution and approved the issuance of securities by Atlantic City Showboat, Inc. and the transfer of interest in Marina Associates, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 19:43-2.8, in accordance with the conditions stated in the resolution  (PRN 3400701)  (ruling number 07-12-12-15; transcript pages 52-57).
16.
Considered the petition of Trump Plaza Associates, Trump Taj Mahal Associates and Trump Marina Associates for approval of a Material Debt Transaction and issued the following ruling: 

By a vote of 5-0 adopt the draft resolution and approved the transaction, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 19:43-4.3  (PRN 3410701)  (ruling number 07-12-12-16; transcript pages 57-62).
17.
By a vote of 5-0 adopted the draft resolution and approved the petition of Resorts International Hotel, Inc. (d/b/a Resorts Atlantic City) for an amendment to its Certificate of Operation and Casino Hotel Alcoholic Beverage License, to permit the reconfiguration and expansion of its gaming floor, subject to the conditions in the Resolution  (PRN 3400708) (ruling number 07-12-12-17; transcript pages 62-65).

18.
By a vote of 5-0 adopted the draft resolution and approved the petition of Trump Marina Associates, L.L.C. (d/b/a Trump Marina Hotel Casino) for an amendment to its Certificate of Operation and Casino Hotel Alcoholic Beverage License, to permit the reconfiguration and expansion of its gaming floor, subject to the conditions in the Resolution (PRN 3400708) (ruling number 07-12-12-18; transcript pages 65-67).

19.
By a vote of 5-0 adopted as published amendments to N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.1, 1.18, and 1.54 (Suspicious, Unscanned and Unverified Gaming Vouchers)  (transcript pages 67-68).

20.
By a vote of 5-0 adopted the draft resolution and approved the petition of Marina District Development Company, L.L.C. (d/b/a Borgata Hotel Casino and SPA) for an amendment to its Certificate of Operation, to permit the reconfiguration and expansion of its casino floor, subject to the conditions in the Resolution  (PRN 3130705) (ruling number 07-12-12-20; transcript pages 68-71).

21.
By a vote of 5-0 approved for publication amendments to N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.40B (Funding and Transfers of Annuity Slot Jackpots)  (transcript pages 71-72).

22.
By a vote of 5-0 approved for publication and temporary adoption amendment to N.J.A.C.  19:45-1.33 (Negative Poker Revenue) (transcript pages 72-73).

23.
By a vote of 5-0 approved for publication and temporary adoption amendment to N.J.A.C.  19:45-1.3  (Immediate Implementation of Internal Controls) (transcript pages 73-74).

24.
By a vote of 5-0 approved for publication amendments and new rule for "Fire Bet" in craps (transcript pages 74-75).

25.
By a vote of 5-0 adopted as published amendments and new rule for Bad Beat Payouts in Poker  (transcript pages 75-76).

26.
The Commission unanimously adopted Resolution No. 07-12-12-26 permitting the Commission to hold a closed session before each scheduled public meeting in 2008  (ruling number 07-12-12-26; transcript pages 76-77).

27.
Considered the Petitions of Adamar of New Jersey, Inc., for renewal of its Casino License, and other matters  (PRNs 2140705, 2910706 2910708).
The Commission received into evidence the following exhibits: D-69 from the Division; and A-95 and A-96 from the Petitioner.


The Commission considered the petitions, written submissions, exhibits, oral arguments and testimony presented during this hearing held on November 20, 21, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, and December 4, 2007 and issued the following rulings:

By a vote of 4-1, (Commissioner Fedorko dissented), denied the application of Adamar of New Jersey, Inc., to renewal its Casino License and Casino Alcoholic Beverage License; and the application of Tropicana Casinos and Resorts, Inc., for plenary qualification as a Holding Company of Adamar of New Jersey, Inc. (PRN 2140705, 2910706)  (see ruling number 07-12-12-27-A; transcript pages 77-118).


By a vote of 5-0 imposed a civil penalty of $720,000 for Count 1; and $30,000 for count II, for a total of $750,000 against Tropicana Casino and Resorts, Inc., Tropicana Entertainment, LLC, and Adamar of New Jersey, Inc., (d/b/a Tropicana Atlantic City), for violation of Commission regulations, regarding N.J.A.C 19:45-1.11 (c ) audit committee complaint (DK-07-0646-VC) (PRN 2910708) (see ruling number 07-12-12-27-A; transcript pages 118-119).



A recess was taken and the Commission reconvened at 4:52 p.m.


By a vote of 5-0 issued the following rulings:

a)
The Interim Casino Authorization trust agreement governing the rights, titles and interest of Tropicana Casino and Resorts, Inc., and Tropicana Casino and Hotel located in Atlantic City, New Jersey, is Operational.  The Trustees shall be vested with and authorized to exercise all powers, authority, and duties necessary as Trustee, under the terms of the Casino Control Act and the Trust Agreement;

b)
The Commission shall exercise its authority under Article 9a of the Casino Control Act to appoint and constitute a conservator to take possession and control, all property and business of the licensee, relating to the casino and the approved hotel, and in cooperation with the Interim Casino Authorization trustee;

c)
adopted the terms of the Order as to Trustee and Conservatorship for Adamar of New Jersey, Inc  (ruling number 07-12-12-27-A, 07-12-12-27-A-1; transcript pages 119-122).
Chair Kassekert read into the record portions of a Casino Control Commission letter that was delivered to Tropicana employees, reassuring them about the continued operation of the casino hotel property  (transcript pages 122-124).
Considered the petitioner’s motion seeking relief and to stay the effects of the Commission’s Orders, regarding the Trustee and Conservatorship:

By a vote of 5-0 denied the Stay Pending Appeal for Adamar of New Jersey, Inc.  (ruling number 07-12-12-27-B; transcript pages 124-130)

There being no members of the public to address the Commission, the meeting adjourned at 7:21 p.m.


In accordance with this Resolution  , the next closed session of the commission shall be held on Wednesday, January 2, 2008, at 9:15 a.m. in the commission offices  (transcript page 130).


There being no members of the public to address the Commission, the meeting adjourned at 7:21 p.m.

*Lists of individuals acted upon at this meeting have been documented by exhibit number.  Commission rulings are documented in orders or resolutions.  These lists, rulings and official transcripts are available for public review at the Commission offices located at the corner of Tennessee Avenue and the Boardwalk, Atlantic City, New Jersey.
These minutes remain subject to amendment until such time as they are formally ratified by the New Jersey Casino Control Commission.





  C E R T I F I C A T I O N

I, Dianna W. Fauntleroy, Executive Secretary of the New Jersey Casino Control Commission, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes of the Open Session conducted on December 12, 2007, are true and correct.




         ____________________________________   

           

      
       Dianna W. Fauntleroy, Esq.

                                                        Executive Secretary


